
Page 1 of 4 

 

TOWN OF PERTH MINUTES 

HERITAGE PERTH ADVISORY PANEL 

Held: 11:00 a.m. Monday, May 17, 2021 

Via Zoom 

 
ATTENDED BY: 

Brent McLaren, Chair; Barry Smith, Councillor; Kandace Brown, Citizen Member; Marjory 
Nasmith, Citizen Member; Adam Smith, Citizen Member; Jaana Brett, Citizen Member; 
Shannon Baillon, Director of Community Services; Kathryn Jamieson, Heritage/Museum 
Manager; Megan Buchanan, Recording Secretary  
 
ABSENT: Councillor; David Bird 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 11:03 with (6) committee members in attendance. 
 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF: 
There being none, the Chair moved on to the next order of business. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF LAST MINTUES: 

Moved by Chair Brent McLaren to approve the last Minutes of the Heritage Perth Advisory 
Panel on 22 March 2021. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS BY STAFF (OTHERS): 
 Driftscape Vintage Signs and Murals Walking Tour 

 Heritage/Museum Manager Kathryn presented to the committee the draft Driftscape 

Vintage Signs and Murals Walking Tour her staff have been working hard to 

complete. Kathryn summarized the stops with their images and requested the 

committee members email her at tourism@perth.ca  for any additional stops, 

information or images to add.  

 Citizen Member Jaana suggested three additional vintage signs. The original 

Silversmith’s sign, the “Car Wash” hand painted sign on North Street, and Perth 

Courier original sign being used as a counter at Fall River on Gore St E. 

 Citizen Member Kandace suggested the original Pharmasave hand painted sign 

above Café Hideaway and the Perth Soap sign.  

 
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

Update on Notice of Public Meeting Launch of Official Plan Review 

 Director Shannon Baillon updated the panel that the public Official Plan Review is 

still ongoing with monthly public sessions. Shannon presented about the Heritage 

Conservation District at the last session. The link is Official Plan Update 2021 

(www.perth.ca/officialplanupdate) 

 

 Perkins Sign Restoration 
 Director Shannon updated the Panel that Council has passed HPAP Motion 

2021-005 for the restoration of the lighted “Perkins” sign. Shannon advised that 

mailto:tourism@perth.ca
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the owners would have to follow the standard heritage permit application 

process when they are ready to begin the project.  

 
6. NEW BUSINESS: 
 Update on Heritage Conservation District Webpage  

 Director Shannon Baillon updated the Panel that the webpage for the Heritage 

Conservation District on the Town website has been refreshed. The webpage now 

includes a tab with a reference document for all properties with heritage 

designations. All updates can be reviewed at www.perth.ca/hcd . 

 
7. DISCLOSURE OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS:  

There being none, the Chair moved on to the next order of business. 
 
8. RECEIVING DELEGATIONS: 

There being none, the Chair moved on to the next order of business. 

 
9. RECEIVING CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER COMMUNICTIONS: 
 Perth Museum  

Programs and Events 

 Weekends In Perth ON events will resume when safe to do so (hopefully in June 

but possibly later) 

 We had displays in the Crystal Palace until early May. 

 Shannon applied for funding to hold a night market to support the businesses that 

could happen as early as late August, but it will depend on the regulations at the 

time. If we cannot run it then we can push it into the fall or even into next year if we 

have to. 

 We are beginning to firm up plans in the fall for further displays and events. 

 Studio Theatre approached us about holding pop-up plays around town (some on 

private property where they will coordinate with the owner, and some on Town 

property). They are coordinating with Karen Fox and I on a few Town locations, and 

I’m particularly involved regarding the Museum courtyard and open grassy area in 

the corner of the Craig Street Cemetery / Old Burying Grounds. The plays are short 

(about 10 minutes each) and will be repeated four times over two days. I don’t want 

to give too much away, but if you want to make sure you see each play you can 

purchase the program with the full details, or, or you can simply keep an eye out the 

weekend of August 28/29 and see whichever plays you come across. 

 Terrace on the Tay: A flyer promoting the opportunity to rent Terrace on the Tay 

went out by email to all food businesses in Perth, it was shared on the private BIA 

business owner Facebook page, and it was shared on Town of Perth social media. 

We had three applications and we have been able to schedule all three in this 

summer. The kitchen has recently been inspected by the health unit and we are 

working on the last few details and contracts now. The first vendor hopes to be in 

the space early next month, depending on how the lockdown goes. 

http://www.perth.ca/hcd
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Operations 

 We reopened the Visitor Information Centre, the 1840s kitchen and the public 

washroom for only about two weeks over the winter and have otherwise 

remained closed. 

 Ann Hawthorne from Tickets Please transferred her business to The Humm this 

spring and moved out of the Visitor Information Centre in in April. We have left 

the desk she was using where it was for now but we may reconfigure the space 

again in the fall. 

 We have taken advantage of the closure and are doing a lot of work on the 

interior. It was either 2004 or 2008 when the floor was last painted, so Janet R 

has been sanding and repainting. The baseboards, fireplace and windows have 

all been repainted in the parlour. 

 Debbie has been updating exhibits on the third floor to give the space a refresh. 

The most work is currently going into the Marks Brothers exhibit, the brewery and 

distillery display, and the old Perth Inventions and Made in Perth exhibits and 

being combined in a new way. After these are finished, we will work on the 

architectural history display next. We may have one empty case over the 

summer as we wrap up these other exhibits. 

 We had two interns working virtually for three weeks in March. Julie Yorke 

drafted the vintage signs and murals walking tour and put together five weeks’ 

worth of daily social media content. Ruth Bryce did a lot of research into the 

Indigenous collection to try to help us find the contemporary contacts regarding 

some of the artefacts, and to draft programming and walking tour content. 

 We received funding from Young Canada Works and Canada Summer Jobs for 

two summer students. We interviewed candidates on Friday and hope to decide 

shortly to get them started right away. During the lockdown, we will have them 

work part time on site and part time from home, then they will work full time on 

site when we reopen. 

 The province provided extra funding to put toward technology purchases from 

April 2020 through March 2021, so we applied some of that funding toward the 

computers Janet C and I are using to work from home. We put some of it toward 

new lighting, backdrops, and camera equipment to help us digitize the collection 

and to produce more social media and virtual content. 

 I recently finished the Building Community Partnerships course and just started a 

new course called Determining Significance of Heritage Resources. These are 

part of the Cultural Resource Management program I’m taking virtually at 

University of Victoria. I also took a free seven-week certificate course called 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in the Workplace at the University of Florida. 

 We are updating the Tourism landing page on the Town of Perth website, which 

gives us the opportunity to add more content on the tourism side and the 

Museum side. We’re getting as much drafted as we can this week, then we will 

go in and continue editing once we go live in June. 

 After speaking with a local realtor, we realized it was difficult for the public to 

determine which buildings were designated and which were not, so Shannon 
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created a modified version of the heritage register for our website (removing 

personal information) and made it easier to find the Heritage Conservation District 

map and the full HCD plan. This information has been shared on our social media 

as well. We hope this will help residents and building owners as well as realtors 

and individuals considering purchasing a property in Perth find the information they 

need. 

Town Crier Update  
Chair Brent McLaren updated he has been doing his best to stay involved in events and 
activities. He mentioned that the Ontario Guild of Town Criers organization was struggling 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

 Community Improvement Update 
Director Shannon has no new updates for the Panel at this time, as there has been no 
new CIP meeting. 
 

10. DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 
The panel had a short discussion about the sale of Perth Manor Boutique Hotel; Chair 
Brent was pleased to hear the new owners are potentially planning to keep it solely as 
residence.  
 

11. NEXT MEETING – Monday, June 21, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT: 

Moved by Chair Brent McLaren that the meeting of May 17, 2021 be adjourned at 11:36 
AM. 
 

 
_______________________________   _______________________________ 
Brent McLaren Megan Buchanan 
Chair Recording Secretary 


