
 

A GUIDE TO USING THE BUILDING CODE  
SUPPLEMENTARY STANDARD SB-7 GUARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL DECKS  

 
The Supplementary Standard SB-7 of the Ontario Building Code illustrates acceptable guard 
assemblies. Under this Standard there are two designs allowed: 
 

 Post and Rail (per Table 2.2.1 of SB-7 guide)  
 

 Cantilevered Pickets (per Table 2.2.2 of SB-7 guide)  

To construct a Post and Rail guard system, follow these steps; 
 

1. Select a top and bottom rail connection detail from EA-1 to EA-5 (pages 8 to 12)    
2. Select a post to floor connection detail from EB-1 to EB-6 (pages 13 to 18)      
3. Select a picket connection detail from EC-1 to EC-4 (pages 19 to 22)  

 
To construct a Cantilevered Picket guard system, follow these steps; 
 

1. If your using pressure treated lumber (PT-SPF), then use the following details; 
 

 Detail ED-1 for the rim joist perpendicular to the floor joists (pg. 23) 
 Detail ED-2 for the rim joist parallel to the floor joists (pg. 24)  
 Detail ED-5 for the top rail corner connection joint (pg. 27) 

 
2. If your using cedar lumber, then use the following details;  

 
 Detail ED-3 for the rim joist perpendicular to the floor joists (pg. 25) 
 Detail ED-4 for the rim joist parallel to the floor joists (pg. 26)  
 Detail ED-5 for the top rail corner connection joint (pg. 27) 

 
Please note:  
 

 The use of either Post and Rail or Cantilevered Picket systems above requires the decks 
floor joists be a minimum of 2”x8” in size.  

 

 A Cantilevered Picket guard system may only be used where the floor joist system is 16” o.c. 
or less. 

 

 If your contemplating a wooden guard design other than utilizing the details above, in whole or 
in part. A design from a professional Engineer may be required, speak to your Building 
Inspector before proceeding. 
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