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July 29, 2022 
 
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing has provided the following responses to the 
questions posed by participants at the Lanark County Candidate/Third Party Advertising 
Training Sessions held on July 7, 2022 and July 21, 2022. 
  
July 7, 2022 Training Session - Lanark County: 
  

1) Does the Municipal Elections Act prohibit a provincial MPP or federal MP 
from advertising their support for a council candidate during a municipal 
election? 
A third party advertisement is an advertisement in any broadcast, print, electronic 
or other medium that promotes, supports or opposes a candidate, or a “yes” or 
“no” answer to a question on the ballot. Advertisement includes traditional ads as 
well as materials such as brochures or signs. The eligibility rules for third party 
advertisers are found under section 88.6 of the Municipal Elections Act. For 
additional information on third party advertising, please refer to the 
ministry’s 2022 Third Party Advertisers’ Guide. 

  
2) When Will the Municipal Elections Act be updated again? 

The Municipal Elections Act has been amended over the past few years to 
support municipalities and address municipal sector requests to modernize 
election services. The province is providing municipalities with the tools and 
flexibility they need to provide modern, efficient services in their communities. If 
anyone has any suggestions for changes to the legislation, they are welcome to 
submit them to the ministry for consideration. 
 

3) When can a council candidate begin to engage in campaign advertising 
(e.g., distribute flyers)? 
A council candidate’s campaign period begins on the day the clerk receives their 
nomination. At any time during their campaign period, a council candidate may 
engage in campaign advertising in any broadcast, print, electronic or other 
medium. 
 

4) Are campaign bank account fees an election expense?  What is the earliest 
time that a campaign bank account can be closed after the 2022 municipal 
election? 
Subsection 88.19(1) of the Municipal Elections Act provides that costs incurred 
for goods or services by or under the direction of a person wholly or partly for use 
in their election campaign are expenses. If a candidate requires an interpretation 
of this or any other sections of the legislation, they may wish to speak with their 
municipal clerk or obtain their own legal advice from a lawyer. The candidate is 
responsible for complying with the legislation. 

  
A candidate must open a bank account exclusively for their campaign if they 
accept any contributions of money (including contributions from themselves or 
their spouse) or incur any expenses. Once a candidate’s campaign has ended, 
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they should close their campaign bank account and prepare their campaign 
financial statement. For more information about campaign bank accounts, please 
refer to the ministry’s 2022 Candidates’ Guide. 

  
July 21, 2022 Training Session - Carleton Place: 
  

1)  If a person owns a business in another municipality, can they still vote in 
that municipality’s election? 
According to the 2022 Voters’ Guide, you are eligible to vote in the election for 
municipal council if you meet all of the following requirements: you are a 
Canadian citizen, you are aged 18 or older, you qualify to vote in the municipality. 
You do not qualify as an elector if you do not personally own or rent the property 
in the municipality. For example, if the property is owned by your business or 
your cottage is owned by a trust, you would not qualify. If you are not certain 
whether you qualify to vote in your local election, you should check with the 
municipal clerk. 

  
2)  If a council candidate anticipates that they will have a surplus at the end of 

their campaign, can they proactively withdraw the value of contributions 
they and their spouse made from the surplus prior to filing a financial 
statement with the clerk? 
All candidates must file a financial statement. At the top of Box D in your financial 
statement (Form 4), you must subtract the total amount of your campaign 
expenses from the total amount of your campaign income. If your income is 
greater than your expenses, your campaign has a surplus. According to the 2022 
Candidates’ Guide, if your campaign ends with a surplus, you can withdraw the 
value of contributions that you and your spouse made from the surplus. If you still 
have a surplus once you have withdrawn your contributions, the remaining 
surplus must be turned over to the clerk. You are not permitted to refund eligible 
contributions made by anyone other than yourself or your spouse. If a candidate 
has questions about how to report their surplus, they should check with their 
municipal clerk. 

  
3)  How does the legislation define a “professional” volunteer in a municipal 

election? Do volunteers require special accreditation in order to be 
considered “professional” volunteers (e.g., lawyers and accountants)? 
A professional volunteer is someone who normally charges fees for their 
services, such as a lawyer or an account. According to the 2022 Candidates’ 
Guide, if such a person gives you their services for free, the market value of the 
service is considered to be a campaign contribution. Conversely, if someone 
donates their personal time to your campaign, such as helping to distribute 
campaign flyers, they generally would not be considered a “professional” 
volunteer. For further clarification regarding this matter, a candidate may wish to 
speak with the municipal clerk or obtain their own legal advice. The candidate is 
responsible for complying with the legislation. 
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4)  How does one determine the “market value” of goods or services 
contributed to an election campaign? 
Subsection 88.15(5) of the Municipal Elections Act provides that the value of 
goods and services provided as a contribution is, 
(a) if the contributor is in the business of supplying these goods and services, the 
lowest amount the contributor charges the general public in the same market 
area for similar goods and services provided at or about the same time; 
(b) if the contributor is not in the business of supplying these goods and services, 
the lowest amount a business providing similar goods or services charges the 
general public for them in the same market area at or about the same time. 

  
5)  Is the nomination fee a personal expense or a campaign expense? Could a 

prospective candidate borrow money from another person in order to pay 
their nomination fee or would that count as a campaign contribution? 
According to the 2022 Candidates’ Guide, the nomination fee is considered to be 
a personal expense, not a campaign expense. You do not need to have a 
campaign bank account in order to pay the nomination fee. 

  
6)  Do school board trustee candidates need to obtain 25 endorsement 

signatures to run in a school board election? 
According to the 2022 Candidates’ Guide, if you are running for municipal council 
and your municipality has more than 4,000 electors, you must submit original 
endorsement signatures from 25 people who are eligible to vote in the 
municipality. Candidates for school board trustee and candidates for municipal 
council in municipalities with 4,000 or fewer electors do not have to submit 
endorsement signatures. 

  
7)  Where can school board trustee candidates learn more about school board 

elections? 
The 2022 Candidates’ Guide provides general information about school board 
elections. For more specific information, trustee candidates may wish to check 
with their municipal clerk, as well as their school board secretary. Some 
additional resources about school board elections may be found 
at: https://elections.ontarioschooltrustees.org/. The Ontario Education Services 
Corporation (OESC) created this site in partnership with Ontario's school board / 
trustee associations as a resource for trustee candidates and voters. 
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