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Q:  What are the qualifications required to run for municipal council? 
 
A: In order to run for municipal council, a candidate must be: 

(i) a resident of the municipality or a non-resident owner or tenant of land in the 
municipality or the spouse of such non-resident owner or tenant;  

(ii) a Canadian citizen;  
(iii) at least 18 years old;  
(iv) not legally prohibited from voting; and  
(v) not disqualified by any legislation from holding municipal office. 

Note:  A candidate, if nominated, must remain qualified throughout the election and, if 
elected, throughout the term of office.  

Q:  Persons not eligible to run for municipal council 
 
A:  The following persons are disqualified from being elected to municipal office: 
 

(i) any person not eligible to vote in the municipality; 
(ii) an employee of a municipality unless he or she: 

a) takes an unpaid leave of absence before being nominated, and; 
b) resigns, if elected to office; 

 
(iii) a judge of any court; 
(iv) a member of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, a Senator or a member of the 

House of Commons, or; 
(v) an inmate of a penal or correctional institution under sentence of imprisonment. 

 
Q:  What are the roles and responsibilities of Council? 
 

A:   Municipal Act, as amended, S. 224, states: 
“It is the role of council, 

(a) to represent the public and to consider the well-being and interests of the 
municipality; 

(b) to develop and evaluate the policies and programs of the municipality; 
(c) to determine which services the municipality provides; 
(d) to ensure that administrative policies, practices and procedures and 

controllership policies, practices and procedures are in place to implement the 
decisions of council; 
(d.1)  to ensure the accountability and transparency of the operations of the 

municipality, including the activities of the senior management of the 
municipality; 

(e) to maintain the financial integrity of the municipality, and; 
(f)  to carry out the duties of council under this or any other Act.”  

  



Q:  Who can vote in a municipal election? 
 
A:   A person is entitled to be an elector at an election held in a local municipality if, on 

Voting Day (October 27, 2014) he or she:   
(i) is a Canadian citizen, 
(ii) is at least 18 years old,  
(iii) resides in the local municipality, or is the owner or tenant of land in the local 

municipality, or the spouse, or same-sex partner of such a person; and 
(iv) is not otherwise prohibited from voting. 
 

“owner or tenant”, in relation to an election, means a person who is the owner or tenant 
shown on the assessment roll of land assessed under the Assessment Act and a non-
residential tenant of land assessed under the Assessment Act, whether or not the 
tenant is shown on the assessment roll, but does not include an owner or tenant of land 
who is entitled to use the land under a time share contract unless the person is entitled 
to use the land,  

(a) on voting day, or 
(b) for a period of six weeks or more during the calendar year in which voting day 

of the election is held;  
 

“tenant” includes an occupant and a person in possession other than the owner.  
 

Students 
A student may vote in the municipality where he or she is a temporary resident while 
attending school as well as at his or her permanent home in a different municipality, 
provided that he or she has not abandoned the family home.  
 
Number of Votes  
A voter is only entitled to vote once in a municipality even if the voter has more than 
one qualifying property address within the municipality.   

 
Ineligible Voter 

 
The following person(s) are prohibited from voting: 
(i) A person who is serving a sentence of imprisonment in a penal or correctional 

institution.  
(ii) A corporation. 
(iii) A person acting as executor or trustee or in any other representative capacity, 

except as a voting proxy. 
(iv) A person convicted of a corrupt practice, if voting day in the current election is less 

than five years after voting day in the election in respect of which he or she was 
convicted. 

 
Q:  Can a voter vote more than once in the same municipality? 
 
A:   No.  To vote more than once in the same municipality is considered an illegal and 

corrupt practice and therefore subject to the penalty provision under the Municipal 
Elections Act, specifically Sections 89 and 90. 

  



 
Q:  Can a voter give his/her Voter Information Letter to another eligible elector? 
 
A:   A person cannot give his/her Voter Information Letter to another eligible voter for the 

purpose of voting.  Acceptance of another person’s Voter Information Letter including 
the actual voting thereof will be considered an illegal and corrupt practice and therefore 
subject to the penalty provision under the Municipal Elections Act, specifically Sections 
89 and 90. 

 
Q:  Are contributions to a municipal Candidate eligible as a deduction from income 

taxes? 
 
A:  Donations to municipal Candidates do not qualify as political donations so there is no 

income tax credit available. 
 
Q: Can a Candidate maintain a petty cash fund? 
 
A: With regard to Candidates duties, Section s. 88.22(1) of the Municipal Elections Act 

states, but is not limited to the following: 
(d)  all payments for expenses, except for a nomination filing fee, are made from the 

campaign accounts; 
(f)  receipts are issued for every contribution and obtained for every expense; 
(g)  records are kept of, 

(i) the receipts issued for every contribution, 
(ii) the value of every contribution, 
(iii) whether a contribution is in the form of money, goods or services, and 
(iv) the contributor’s name and address; 

 
 
Q: Can a Candidate use space in a Town owned facility for an election related 

function? 
 
A: As per the Town’s Election Manual, election campaigning or the distribution/posting of 

election campaign material at town-owned or leased facilities is not permitted. 
 
Q: What clock is being used for the 2018 Municipal Election? 
 
A: As per the Town’s Election Manual, the National Research Council clock is being used 

as the official clock.  
       https://secure.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/services/time/web_clock.html?pedisable=false 

 
Q: Are Candidates expected to track all on-line donations and who they are from?  
 
A: Yes.  The Candidate is accountable for the finances related to their campaign and the 

Candidate is advised to read and comply with the Municipal Elections Act: 
 http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_96m32_e.htm#BK87 

 

See also, Section 88.22(1) (q): 
Duties of a Candidate: A candidate shall ensure that, an anonymous contribution is 
paid to the clerk with whom the candidate’s nomination was filed. 
 

https://secure.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/eng/services/time/web_clock.html?pedisable=false
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_96m32_e.htm#BK87


Q: Are election signs on a vehicle considered election signs subject to the Sign and 
Merchandise By-law election sign restrictions? 

 
A: Yes, the Sign and Merchandise By-law defines: 
 

“Election Sign” 
2.1.29. “Election Sign” means any Sign advertising or promoting the election of 
candidates. 
 
“Portable Sign” 
2.1.62. “Portable Sign” means any Sign not securely anchored to the ground or to a 
building or which because of its design may be moved and shall include a Sign located 
on a vehicle, other than a Sign printed or painted on the side identifying ownership of a 
commercial vehicle, if such Sign identifies, advertises or gives information in respect to 
a Premise(s) or a part thereof. For the purposes of this By-law, Signs commonly known 
as Trailer or Mobile Signs, “A” Frame Signs, and Inflatable Signs shall be classified as 
a Portable Sign. 
Therefore, any signs on a vehicle advertising or promoting the election of candidates 
should not be erected more than six (6) weeks prior to October 22, 2018 (which brings 
us to September 10, 2018). 


